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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  SOUTH  WESTMORLAND. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

.South  Westmorland  Rural  District  Council. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1925. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
this  must  be  a  Survey  Report,  and  consequently  more  compre¬ 
hensive  than  those  presented  to  you  during  the  previous  four 
years,  reviewing  within  your  area  : — 

(a)  the  measures  of  progress  made  in  the  improvement  of  the 

public  health; 

(b)  the  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made  in  the  public 

health  services; 

(c)  any  further  action  of  importance  in  the  organisation  or 

development  of  public  health  sendees  which  may  be  con¬ 
templated  or  considered  desirable. 

I  much  appreciate  the  courtesy  with  which  you  have  received 
any  advice  tendered  to  you  in  the  past,  and  also  the  careful  con¬ 
sideration  you  have  always  given  to  any  suggestions  offered  to 
you. 

To  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 
I  would  express  my  thanks  for  all  the  help  they  have  given  to  me 
freely  at  all  times  :  without  such,  public  health  work  could  never 
prosper.  I  am  grateful  also  to  very  many  of  my  professional  col¬ 
leagues,  who  have  given  me  much  assistance  and  upon  whose 
co-operation  I  can  always  rely. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  Baron  Cockill, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Westmorland  Combined  Districts, 


March  15,  1926, 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Year  ended  December  31st,  1925. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  169,702 

Population  (Census  1921)  ...  ...  ...  19,^98 

Population  estimated  1925  ...  ...  ...  18,660 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921)  ...  4,092 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921)  4,145 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^228,451 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £734 


The  District  rises  from  the  sea-level  in  the  south  to  heights 
ol  950  leet  in  the  north.  About  one-tenth  is  limestone  with  a  sub¬ 
soil  of  samel,  with  soil  sufficient  to  grow  pasturage  for  grazing. 
One-tenth  is  peat  soil  suitable  for  root  or  grain  crops.  Two-fifths 
is  blue  rock  with  covering  similar  to  that  of  the  limestone  area. 
The  remainder  is  hall  hard  land  with  a  moderate  depth  of  soil  and 
sub-soil,  and  a  mixture  of  rock  and  glacier  boulder. 

The  District  is  for  the  most  part  agricultural,  but  there  are 
also  a  number  of  industries,  such  as  : — 

Paper  Making. 

Mat  Making. 

Gunpowder  Works. 

Wood  Turning. 

Stone  and  Slate  Quarries. 

Woollens. 

Postcard  and  Photo  Printing. 

None  ol  these  have  any  particular  influence  on  Public  Health. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males.  Females. 

135  •••  i38 

10  ...  3 


Total 

Birth  rate 
Deaths 

Death  rate 


286 

IS-25 

22-1 

II.89 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  t-r  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : — 
From  Sepsis  ...  Nil.  From  other  causes  ...  2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age,  per  1,000  births  : — 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  40 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


40 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ..  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping-oough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  Nil. 

1  here  has  beer,  no  unusual  or  excessive  during  the  year;  nor 

has  there  been  any  specially  noteworthy  cause  of  sickness  or  in¬ 
validity  in  the  District. 

The  amount  of  persons  receiving  Poor  Outdoor  Relief  in  1925 
is  1 43 ,  and  the  amount  distributed  is  ^1,312. 


GENERAL  PROVISION 

OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

Hospital. 

Situation.  Accommodation. 

Tuberculosis 

Meathop,  Grange- 

over-Sands 

150  Beds. 

Maternity 

Westmorland  County 

Hospital.  Kendal... 

6  Beds. 

Children 

Nil. 

Fever 

The  Sanatorium, 

Kendal 

46  Beds. 

Small-pox 

Woodside,  near 

Kendal 

50  Beds. 

Ethel  Hedley  Hospital 

School 

(Orthopaedic) 

Calgarth,  Winder- 

mere 

30  Beds. 

Venereal  Disease  ... 

...  North  Lonsdale 

Hospital,  Barrow- 

in-Furness 

— 
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The  Westmorland  County  Hospital,  Kendal,  contains  50  beds, 
available  for  all  non-infectious,  medical,  surgical  and  abnormal 
midwifery  cases.  A  new  Maternity  Ward  was  opened  in  1924, 
and  this  is  proving  of  great  value.  It  is  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions.  Cases  are  admitted  to  Lancaster  Infirmary  from 
the  southern  portion  of  the  District. 

Institutional  Provision  lor  Unmarried  Mothers,  Etc. 

St.  Monica’s  Maternity  Home,  under  the  control  of  the  Car¬ 
lisle  Diocesan  Maternity  Committee. 

Ambulance  Facilities  :• — 

(a)  Infectious  cases  ...  Removed  by  the  Kendal  Ambulance. 

(b)  Non-infectious  cases  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Kendal. 

Travelling  School  Dental  Clinic. 


STAFF. 


Salaries  contri 

Name. 

Qualifications. 

Office. 

Whole  or 
Part  Time. 

Other 

Offices. 

buted  under 
P.  H.  Act  or 
Exchequer 

Grants. 

W.  B.  Cockill 

M.D.,  etc. 

M.O.H. 

Part 

M.O.H. 

Yes 

D.P.H. 

Westmorland 

Combined 

Districts 

Yes 

R.  Dobson 

Cerlifi.  R.S.I. 

Sanitary 

Inspector. 

Whole 

II.  G.  Hunter 

Certili.  R.S.I. 

Assistant 

Whole 

No 

Sanitary 

Inspector. 
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PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General  ...  ...  District  Nursing  Association 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g. , 

Measles,  etc.  ,,  ,,  ,, 

District  Nursing  Associations  are  voluntary  organisations  rc- 
ceivng  grants  in  aid  from  the  County  Council. 


Midwives. 

No  subsidy  is  paid  by  the  Public  Health  Authority  to  the  seven 
practising  midwives. 


Chemical  Work. 

The  Chemical  Work  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 


Adoptive  Acts.  Adopted. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  3, 

Sanitary  Clauses  ...  ...  ...  1891 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ...  ...  1891 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  ...  ...  1921 


All  Districts  : — Part  2,  Sections  15,  16,  17,  18,  20,  22, 


24,  25,  26,  29,  30,  32,  33  ... 

Part  3,  Sections  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  43,  44,  45,  46,  49,  50. 
Part  4,  Sections  52,  53,  34,  55,  58,  57,  58,  59,  60,  61,  62. 

63,  t>4>  65,  66,  67 
Part  5 

Part  7,  Section  82 

Part  9,  Sections  93,  94 

Arnside  Parish. — Part  2,  Section  27 

Arnside,  Burton,  Casterton,  Holme,  Langdales,  Miln- 
thorpe,  Meathop  and  Ulpha. — Part  3,  Sections  39, 


1924 

!924 


1924 
1921 

1925 

1924 

1914 


40,  41,  42  ...  ...  ...  ...  1924 

Arnside,  Bectham,  and  Haverbrack. — Part  9,  Section  92.  1944 


Bye-laws  are  in  force  for: — (Excluding  Arnside): — 

(a)  Throughout  the  District,  for — 

New  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  1916 

Sufficiency  of  space  about  Buildings  ...  ...  1923 

Drainage  of  existing  Buildings  ...  ...  1916 
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(b)  Throughout  the  District  for  : — 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  •••  19 23 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  &c.  ...  •  ••  1922 

Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  1879 

Regulations  under  Section  13,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 

Milkshops  Order,  1885  ...  ...  1890 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  •••  i923 

(c)  At  Arnside  for  : — 

Private  Scavenging  ...  ■  1885 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  •••  1923 

Drainage  of  existing  Buildings  ...  ...  1923 

These  Bye-laws  have  been  effectively  administered. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

Generally  the  supply  is  sufficient  and  of  good  quality,  except 
in  certain  areas  and  owing  to  exceptional  conditions.  From  all 
water-works  the  system  is  constant  and  not  intermittent. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  directly  supplied  : — All  houses  except 

those  set  out  in  (b). 

(b)  Number  of  houses  taking  water  flrom  standpipes  : — 77 
from  public  standpipes,  and  34  from  private  standpipes. 

Sources  oe  Water  Supply. 

Thirteen  parishes  are  now  supplied  from  the  Lupton  Reservoir. 
Works  of  new  reservoir  construction,  new  enlarged  pipe  lines  and 
balancing  tanks  are  now  in  course  of  construction,  and  owing  to 
the  connection  of  parishes  not  previously  included  in  the  Scheme 
and  to  a  number  of  newly-erected  houses  being  connected,  there 
is,  until  the  works  in  hand  are  completed,  the  greatest  difficulty 
in  maintaining  a  constant  supply  to  the  houses  situated  at  the 
highest  levels.  The  water  is  of  good  quality,  soft,  and  with  no 
plumbo-solvent  action. 

Burton  Parish  obtains  its  supply  from  the  Thirlmere  Main. 

Barbon  Parish  has  a  good  and  constant  supply  of  water. 

Casterton  Parish. — Part  of  the  Parish  has  a  good  and  con¬ 
stant  supply,  the  other  portion  has  a  piped  supply  from  a  reservoir, 
the  source  of  the  supply  being  liable  to  pollution  by  cattle.  The 
Council  has  a  Scheme  under  consideration. 

Natland  Parish. — From  Thirlmere  Main  and  from  a  reservoir. 
The  supply  is  constant  and  of  good  quality. 

The  Villages  of  Elterwater  and  Chapel  Stile  in  Langdale  have 
a  piped  supply  of  constant  water  of  good  quality. 

Burneside  Village. — A  private  piped  supplv  from  Potter  Fell 
— constant  and  of  good  quality. 


Staveley  and  -Neighbourhood. —  The  inhabitants  in  this  area 
are  mainly  dependent  on  shallow  wells,  and  the  Council  is  negotiat¬ 
ing  with  the  owner  of  a  good  and  constant  supply,  and  as  soon 
as  this  water  can  be  bought  the  Council  will  proceed  to  apply  for 
a  loan  to  construct  a  reservoir  and  pipe  lines. 

Sedgwick. — The  inhabitants  of  this  village  obtain  their  supply 
from  a  public  pump,  the  water  from  which  is  not  of  good  quality, 
and  the  Council  is  considering  the  question  of  extending  the  Lup- 
ton  Reservoir  main  to  this  village. 

Stainton  Village. — Stame  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  village 
obtain  their  supply  from  the  brook,  which  is  liable  to  pollution. 
It  was  proposed  to  extend  the  Lupton  Reservoir  main  to  this 
village,  but  owing  to  the  great  cost  for  the  small  number  of 
houses,  the  matter  was  left  in  abeyance. 

Apart  from  the  villages  before-mentioned,  the  area  in  the 
district  which  experiences  a  shortage  of  water  in  a  dry  period  is 
the  one  extending  through  Lyth  Valley,  where  the  limestone* 
springs  soon  dry.  In  all  other  parts  the  sufficiency  and  quality 
is  good  except  in  odd  cases  of  isolated  houses,  where  the  cost  of 
providing  a  supply  except  bv  roof  water  tanks  is  practically  pro¬ 
hibitive. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Complaints  were  received  that  the  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Casterton  were  contaminating  the  River  Lune,  and  this  was  found 
to  be  perfectly  correct  and  due  to  defects  in  the  filtration  beds. 
This  has  now  been  remedied. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

New  outfall  works  and  new  sewers  are  now  being  constructed 
in  the  Parish  of  Arnside;  the  sewerage  at  Casterton,  Burton, 
Holme,  and  Chapel  Stile  is  good.  At  Milnthorpe  the  sewerage 
is  kept  fairly  good  under  constant  supervision.  The  sewer  at 
Storth  has  been  extended  during  the  year.  A  new  Drainage 
Scheme  from  the  Mental  Home,  Milnthorpe,  to  the  Milnthorpe 
sewer  has  just  been  completed. 

Staveley  Sewerage. — This  sewer,  made  many  years  ago,  is 
sufficient  to  carry  away  the  slopwater  going  into  it,  but  as  soon 
as  the  Council  has  provided  a  piped  supply,  and  water-closets  are 
constructed,  the  sewerage  will  have  to  be  improved. 

A  Scheme  of  new  Sewerage  is  now  proposed  for  the  Village 
of  T. evens;  plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost  have  been  made,  and 
the  Council  will  further  consider  the  matter. 
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A  new  branch  sewer  lias  been  completed  on  the  Beetham 
Road,  Milnthorpe. 

A  Ministry  Enquiry  regarding  the  apportionment,  of  charges 
for  the  various  Parishes  included  in  the  Scheme  for  extending 
the  Lupton  water  supply  was  held  in  August,  1925,  and  the  appor¬ 
tionments  were  subsequently  made  by  the  Ministry. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  number  in  the  district  is  as  follows  : — 

Water-closets  ...  ...  ...  897 

E.C’s.  and  Privies  ...  ...  ...  3462 

The  number  of  privies  converted  to  water-closets  during  the 
year  1925  was  13.  Two  privies  had  been  converted  to  pail  closets, 
and  one  privy  to  an  elsan  closet.  There  are  178  ashbins  in  use. 


Scavenging. 

This  is  generally  undertaken  by  the  Council  in  the  villages, 
mostly  by  yearly  contracts. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  was  69.  Eleven 
houses  inspected  were  satisfactory. 

The  defects  and  nuisances  were  as  follows  : — 


Water  supplies  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  7 

Closet  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  12 

Drainage  defects  ...  ...  ...  18 

Yard  surface  bad  ..  ...  ...  3 

Rooms  deficient  in  1  ight  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rooms  deficient  in  ventilation  ...  ...  32 

Houses  where  rooms  were  damp  ...  ...  10 

Houses  with  defective  floors  ...  ...  1 

Houses  with  other  small  defects  ...  ...  8 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dangerous  building  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dangerous  wall  ...  ...  ...  1 

Factory  smoke  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  1 


99 

The  number  of  informal  notices  for  defects  to  be  remedied 
was  44. 
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Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  put  into  thorough  repair 
during  the  year,  including  those  against  which  notices  were  out¬ 
standing  at  the  beginning  of  the  year — 240. 

177  of  these  were  completed  after  informal  notice  and  (13 
after  a  statutory  notice  had  been  served. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

A  Statutory  notice  was  served  in  January,  1923,  in  respect  to 
>a  nuisance  caused  by  black  smoke  from  a  Paper  Mill  chimney,  this 
mill  being  situated  near  a  small  village.  Prior  to  this  notice 
black  smoke  issued  continuously  on  various  occasions  as  long  as 
eight  minutes  without  diminution.  The  Company  had  already 
been  written  to  by  the  Inspector,  and  the  Company  replied  to  the 
notice  that,  thcj  already  had  the  matter  in  hand  and  would  take 
further  steps  to  reduce  the  smoke  to  a  minimum.  Since  that  time, 
the  chimney  has  been  watched  on  various  occasions,  and  at  no 
time  has  the  black  smoke  been  seen  to  extend  more  than  two 
minutes. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR 

REGULATIONS 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  251 
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No  action  was  taken  or  needed  in  respect  to  houses  let  in 
lodgings,  offensive  trades,  etc.,  and  there  were  no  underground 
sleeping  rooms  in  the  district. 

SCHOOLS. 

10  Schools  are  supplied  direct  from  the  Lupton  Main. 

From  Council’s  Mains  : — 

1  School  from  Thirlmere  Pipe  Line, 
t  School  from  Reservoir  partly  supplied  by  Thirlmere. 

1  School  from  Levens  Reservoir. 

1  School  from  Megs  Ghvll  Reservoir,  Great  Langdale. 

1  School  from  Barbon  Reservoir. 

1  5  Schools  from  private  pipes  supplies. 

9  Schools  from  wells. 

4  Roof  water  tanks. 


Total  43. 


All  the  Schools  supplied  by  pipe  lines  have  water  of  good 
quality.  The  well  water  is  of  good  quality,  but  in  some  instances 
has  to  be  carried  some  distance.  At  one  school  (Old  Hutton)  a 
scheme  is  in  hand  to  provide  a  piped  supply  of  good  water. 

Three  of  the  Schools  provided  with  rain  water  tanks  are  situ¬ 
ated  at  places  where  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a  piped  supply,  and 
the  fourth  will  be  included  in  the  scheme  of  water  supply  for  the 
village,  reports  on  which  have  already  been  before  the  Council. 


HOUSING. 

(i)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. 

There  is  practically  little  overcrowding'  though  there  are 
a  number  of  houses  which  contain  relatives,  members  of  two 
families,  and  it  is  still  difficult  to  obtain  another  suitable  house 
SO'  that  each  family  can  have  their  own.  Houses  also  are 
readily  taken  up  by  families  from  the  adjoining  Urban  districts, 
this  making  local  conditions  all  the  more  difficult. 

(a)  The  extent  of  the  shortage  in  a  few  of  the  parishes 
such  as  Crosthwaite  and  Lvth  and  Middleton  could  be  met  by 
the  addition  of  one  or  two  houses  each.  In  parishes  like 
Arnside,  Beetham  and  Preston  Richard,  the  workers  have  in 
some  cases  to  travel  a  considerable  distance  to  w  ork,  but  owing 
to  the  now  general  Motor  ’Bus  Service,  this  hardship  has 
been  remfoved.  For  some  considerable  time  yet  there  will 
always  be  a  good  demand  for  working  class  houses  in  the 
parishes  bordering  on  the  Borough  of  Kendal. 

(b)  The  Council  offer  a  lump  suna  grant  of  ^100  to  private 
enterprise  for  each  house  built  which  complies  with  the  con¬ 
ditions  as  to  size,  etc.,  under  the  Housing  Act,  1923,  and  to 
the  condition  that  the  total  cost  of  each  house  including  the 
cost  of  the  land  does  not  exceed  ^'700  or  ^600  nett  cost  to 
purchaser. 

The  Council  has  resolved  to  grant,  to  a  limit  of  60  houses. 
This  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
grant  has  been  approved  and  qualification  certificates  issued 
in  respect  to  48  houses,  and  21  of  these  have  been  completed. 

(c)  No  important  changes  in  the  population  during  the 
period  under  review,  nor  is  there  any  important  changes  anti¬ 
cipated  in  the  future. 
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(2)  Overcrowding. 

Odd  cases  only  due  to  slight  shortage  of  houses  in  the 
area  where  the  overcrowding  occurs.  The  great  difficulty  in 
this  district  is  in  keeping  the  smaller  houses  for  the 
working-class,  many  of  these  houses  being  taken  up  by  non¬ 
residents,  frequently  by  persons  of  means,  who  wish  to  reside 
in  tiie  I.ake  District.  Only  one  case  of  overcrowding  oc¬ 
curred  in  1925,  where  two  families  live  in  one  house;  an 
attempt  is  being  made  to  find  an  additional  house. 

(3)  Fitness  of  Houses  : — 

General  standard  of  the  house  in  the  district  is  fairly 
good,  and  in  some  of  the  areas  considerably  improved  during 
the  last  few  years;  apart  from  the  work  done  to  existing 
houses  after  informal  and  formal  notices,  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  is  being  carried  out  in  improvement  and 
additions  by  owners  on  their  own  initiative. 

General  character  of  defects  in  existing  houses.  —  In¬ 
sufficient  ventilation  to  rooms.  Originally  the  windows  in 
the  district  were  most  of  them  provided  with  small  casements, 
which  were  the  only  opening  parts.  During  the  last  few  years, 
hundreds  of  these  window  s  have  been  removed,  and  general!} 
either  sash  windows  to  open  half,  or  casements  opening  full 
or  one-half,  have  been  substituted.  It  is  hoped  before  long 
Ibis  insufficient  ventilation  will  end. 

Damp. — In  this  district  some  of  the  walls  of  the  houses  were 
built  against  the  ground,  and  in  these  crises  dry  areas  have  to 
be  made.  Damp-proof  courses  are  non-existent  in  the  old 
houses,  and  this  is  one  cause  of  damp.  Damp  also  occurs 
from  a  faulty  chimney  stack  and  the  lead  flashing  around  the 
same,  the  neglect  and  non-repair  of  spouts,  and  faults  in  wall¬ 
ing  near  the  windows.  Many  of  th'>  drr.inage  defects  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  report  are  small  but  important  defe  I  ■,  but 
generally  the  drainage  of  the  houses  is  good.  T  te  i  nfects 
are  due  generally  to  the  want  of  attention  by  the  owner  or 
his  agent;  in  certain  cases  the  tenants  are  neglectful,  but  this 
is  not  general  in  the  district. 

Action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and 
not  under  the  Housing  Acts  by  means  of  preliminary  notices 
from  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  followed  if  necessary  by  a 
Statutory  notice.  No  other  special  means  in  respect  of  de¬ 
fects  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Council.  There  are  no  back 
to  back  houses. 


*3 


The  Council  has  in  hand  a  large  scheme  of  improved 
water  supply,  and  is  considering  two  other  schemes  of  water 
supply.  The  closet  accommodation  leaves  room  for  improve¬ 
ment  at  many  of  the  houses  in  the  village  of  Stavelev,  but 
until  the  village  has  obtained  a  good  piped  supply  very  little 
can  be  done. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas. 

The  existing  Bye-laws  work  well,  and  there  is  no  need 
for  new  Bye-laws  or  revision  of  existing  Bye-laws. 

During  the  last  year,  plans  have  been  approved  for  the 
following  new  buildings  : — 

Houses  with  5  rooms  or  less  ...  ...  42 

Houses  with  6,  7  or  8  rooms  ...  ...  12 

Houses  with  9  rooms  or  more  ...  ...  1 

Additions  and  alterations  to  existing  houses  ...  19 

Other  Buildings  ...  ...  •••  15 

Garages  ...  ...  •••  7 

Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  •••  •••  43 

(b)  With  State  assistance,  under  the  Housing  Acts 

1919  or  1923. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  18 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  66 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  in¬ 
spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District  Regs.  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Act, 

1925  ...  ...  ...  •••  39 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  4  vacant 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found'  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  ...  ...  ...  •••  44 

a-  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — 
Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  laical  Author¬ 
ity  or  their  officers 
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A.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  123 

(2 )  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  48 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD. 

Milk. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  milk  consumed  is  produced  in  the 
district,  and  the  general  adequacy  of  the  arrangements  for  the 
supply  and  distribution  is  as  good  as  can  be  obtained  until  such 
time  as  it  is  made  compulsory  to  supply  only  in  sealed  bottles. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  against  any  person 
in  respect  to  tuberculous  milk.  Various  animals  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed  by  orders  of  the  County  Council  of  Westmorland,  who  is 
the  Authority  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

One  license  has  been  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to 
one  producer  to  sell  “  Certified  ”  milk  and  another  producer  has 
constructed  new  buildings  and  is  endeavouring-  to  fulfill  all  the 
conditions  so  as  to  obtain  a  similar  licence. 

The  total  number  on  the  Council’s  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  is  as  follows  : — ■ 

Retailers  ...  ...  ...  137 

Wholesale  Traders  and  Producers  ...  114 

These  premises  are  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  two  pre¬ 
liminary  notices  were  served  towards  the  close  of  the  year  in  respect 
lo  bad  paving  and  defective  drainage.  The  works  in  both  cases 
art  in  hand. 

Meat. 

Meat  inspection. — All  licensed  persons  have  supplied  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  the  person  appointed  bv  the  Council  under  the 
Meat  Regulations,  particulars  of  the  clays  of  the  week  and  the 
hour  when  the  slaughtering  commences.  All  persons,  other  than 
those  licensed,  give  the  notice  required  when  an  animal  is  proposed 
to  be  slaughtered,  and  printed  cards  are  specially  supplied  by  the 
Council  for  that  purpose.  No  action  has  been  taken  in  respect  to 
marking. 


When  a  carcase  or  part  of  a  carcase  is  condemned  it  is  buried 
in  a  suitable  place. 

There  are  only  two  meatshops  in  the  district.  There  are  no 
stalls.  With  the  exception  of  two  licensed  premises  where  sheep 
are  slaughtered  only  and  a  horse  vehicle  is  used,  the  meat  is  taken 
direct  from  the  slaughterhouse  to  the  consumer  in  a  closed  motor 
vehicle. 

There  is  no  public  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. 

Private  slaughterhouses  : — 

In  1920.  Jan.  1925,  Dec.  1925. 

Registered  ...  ...  1  1  1 

Licensed  ...  ...12  13  19 

These  have  been  frequently  inspected.  In  two  cases  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspector  required  more  efficient  and  regular  removal  of  the 
garbage  after  slaughtering,  and  in  both  cases  the  matter  was  at 
or.ce  seen  to  by  the  occupiers. 

Other  Foods. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  bakehouses  in  the  district  is 
good.  One  new  bakehouse  in  place  of  an  existing  one  has  been 
erected  during  the  year.  In  many  of  the  villages  the  baking  is 
done  in  s  small  way  by  very  cleanly  people  who  do  the  baking  in  an 
ordinary  kitchen  oven.  The  bakehouses  are  visited  frequently, 
and  the  limewashing  and  general  cleanliness  is  carried  out 
systematically  by  the  occupiers. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  extra  powers  required,  in 
addition  to  existing  powers,  in  respect  to  any  important  matters 
arising  under  this  head. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  has  occurred. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  period  under  review  21 1  cases  of  scarlet  Fever  have 
been  notified  and  these  have  generally  occurred  as  small  localised 
outbreaks  three  of  them  were  “  Return  ”  cases.  33  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria  have  occurred,  nearly  half  of  which  were  confined  to  one 
area,  where  the  sewage  arrangements  were  sometimes  faulty,  and 
with  this  attended  to  there  had  been  no  further  cases.  Diphtheria 
antitoxin  has  been  promptly  utilised  and  this  is  issued  free  for  the 
treatment  of  all  necessitous  cases,  excepting  patients  under  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Act;  also  for  both  necessitous  and  in¬ 
sured  patients  for  prophylactic  purposes. 

There  have  been  4  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  but  no  cause  could 
be  discovered  and  in  no  instance  was  there  more  than  one  in  a  year. 
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Encephalitis  Lethargica  was  notified  in  8  instances ;  there  was 
no  traceable  connection  between  any  two  cases.  A  small  outbreak 
of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  1922  and  amounted  to  to  cases. 

The  notification  of  Diseases  under  the  Regulations  of  7th 
January,  1919,  have  not  been  of  much  value. 

The  Combined  Districts  of  Westmorland  have  provided  labora¬ 
tories  at  Kendal,  to  which  any  practitioner  may  send  specimens  for 
examination.  Sputum  is  also  examined  at  Meathop  Sanatorium. 
The  following  have  been  done  for  South  Westmorland  : — 
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Isolation  accommodation  is  provided  at  Kendal  Sanatorium  and 
disinfection  is  carried  out  after  each  case  of  infectious  disease, 
f  acilities  for  disinfectation  can  always  be  given  at  Kendal,  hut  no 
case  has  required  treatment. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  nor  have 
any  vaccinations  been  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A  close  liaison  exists  with  the  School  Medical  Olficer  and  thus 
school  notifications  are  always  available  and  utilised  where  neces¬ 
sary. 

The  mortality  from  Influenza  has  been  0.3  per  1,000  of  popula¬ 
tion 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Periods. 

*  V- 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pul  m  onary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

1  1 

0  10 

M. 

F. 

I 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25- 

2 

2 

' 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

35- 

2 

2 

— 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45- 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

65— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

9 

10 

I 

I 

4 

— 

I 

- 

No  death  from  Tuberculosis  was  registered  which  had  not  pre¬ 
viously  been  notified  and  the  notification  of  all  cases  is  promptly 
carried  out. 

\o  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre¬ 
vention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  62 
Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

The  administration  of  Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Disease  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  is  under  the  County  Council. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1925. 


DISEASES. 

-1 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

-  20 

35- 

45- 

65- 

Total. 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

2 

6 

18 

2 

7 

2 

2 

41 

38 

-  ! 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

> 

-  1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

!  i 

1 

1 

| 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

2 

— 

3 

— 

!  5 

— 

-  1 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

5 

1 

3 

2 

1 

6 

6 

5 

6 

38 

•  1 

Cerebro- Spinal 

Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

*  ■ 

2 

— 

f 

2  l 

Encephalites 

Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1  1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

— 

i 

i  | 

1 


Overcrowding-  has  had  no  notable  effect  on  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Whilst  only  two  fatal  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  reported 
during  the  period  under  review — no  less  than  io  maternal  deaths 
were  ascribed  to  other  causes.  There  has  been  no  epidemic 
diarrhoea,  and  only  three  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorium.  At 
the  latter  part  of  1923  there  were  ten  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  notified  ; 
all  cases  of  this  disease  are  immediately  admitted  to  the  Ethel 
Hedley  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  thus  deformity  is  prevented;  the 
results  are  good.  There  was  no  Ophthalmia  notified  during  1925. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


Inspections,  1925  : — 

Inspections. 
Factories  ...  7 

Workshops  ...  44 

Workplaces  ...  — 

Notices. 

2 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Total  5 1 

2 

— 

Defects  found 

Black  smoke  from  factory  chimney- 

—This  has  been  abated  but  is 
still  on  the  Council’s  books 
for  further  observation, 

A  defective  sanitary  convenience  the 

excrement  polluting  a  river — This  nuisance  was  found  to¬ 

wards  the  close  of  the  year, 
and  had  not  been  remedied  in 
31/12/25. 
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